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Definitions
Ⱥɛɜɑɐɑɗɑəɔɫ

Includes Lilacs marked with an asterisk (*) in the 
International Lilac Register

ȮɖɗɪɣɌɑɞ ɝɔɜɑəɨ, ɚɞɘɑɣɑəəɟɪ ɓɎɑɓɐɚɣɖɚɕ (*) Ɏ 
ȸɑɒɐɟəɌɜɚɐəɚɘ  ɜɑɏɔɝɞɜɑ ɝɔɜɑəɔ

Golden : yellow -green, lime -green uniform color of 
leaves

ȳɚɗɚɞɚɕ: ɒɑɗɞɚ-ɓɑɗɑəɧɕ, ɗɔɘɚəəɚ-ɓɑɗɑəɧɕ 
ɚɐəɚɜɚɐəɧɕ ɢɎɑɞ ɗɔɝɞɨɑɎ

Variegated : Non -uniform dappling, spotting, striations, 
blotching,  or borders with two (usually) or more colors, 
most often yellow in Syringa.

Ȼɑɝɞɜɚɗɔɝɞəɧɑ: əɑɜɌɎəɚɘɑɜəɌɫ ɛɑɝɞɜɚɞɌ, ɛɫɞəɔɝɞɚɝɞɨ, 
ɛɚɗɚɝɖɔ, ɛɫɞəɌ ɔɗɔ ɏɜɌəɔɢɧ ɝ ɐɎɟɘɫ (ɚɍɧɣəɚ) ɔɗɔ ɍɚɗɑɑ 
ɢɎɑɞɌɘɔ, ɣɌɥɑ Ɏɝɑɏɚ ɒɑɗɞɧɘɔɟ Ƚɔɜɑəɔ.

More simply: different colored zones in leaves

Ȼɜɚɥɑ ɏɚɎɚɜɫ: ɜɌɓəɧɑ ɢɎɑɞəɧɑ ɓɚəɧ Ɏ ɗɔɝɞɨɫɡ



Why Variegation? Ȼɚɣɑɘɟ ɛɑɝɞɜɚɗɔɝɞəɚɝɞɨ?

Generally the result 
of mutations 

(transposable 
elements or genes) 

that have been 
found and 

propagated for 
ornamental value.

Rare in nature, likely 
because it is a non -
adaptive change 

that limits the 
amount of 

photosynthesis in the 
plantõs leaves and 
thereby reduces its 
food production.

ɘɟɞɌɢɔɔ (ɞɜɌəɝɛɚəɔɜɟɑɘɧɑ ɩɗɑɘɑəɞɧ 

ɔɗɔ ɏɑəɧ), ɖɚɞɚɜɧɑ ɍɧɗɔ əɌɕɐɑəɧ ɔ 

ɜɌɓɘəɚɒɑəɧ ɐɗɫ ɐɑɖɚɜɌɞɔɎəɚɕ ɢɑəəɚɝɞɔ

ɉɞɚ ɜɑɐɖɚɑ Ɏ ɛɜɔɜɚɐɑ, əɑɌɐɌɛɞɔɎəɚɑ 

ɔɓɘɑəɑəɔɑ, ɖɚɞɚɜɚɑ ɚɏɜɌəɔɣɔɎɌɑɞ 

ɠɚɞɚɝɔəɞɑɓ ɔ ɛɜɚɔɓɎɚɐɝɞɎɚ ɛɜɚɐɟɖɞɚɎ ɛɔɞɌəɔɫ



Other Kinds of 

non -Syringa

Variegation

ɞɔɛɧ 
ɎɌɜɔɑɏɌɞəɚɝɞɔ ɟ 
ɐɜɟɏɔɡ ɜɌɝɞɑəɔɕ

Reflective: subepidermis air layer reflection giving a silvery or 
white effect. ( Cyclamen)

ȺɞɜɌɒɌɪɥɔɕ ɩɠɠɑɖɞ: ɚɞɜɌɒɑəɔɑ ɝɎɑɞɌ 
ɝɟɍɩɛɔɐɑɜɘɌɗɨəɧɘɝɗɚɑɘ, ɐɌɪɥɑɑ ɝɑɜɑɍɜɔɝɞɧɕ ɔɗɔ 
ɍɑɗɧɕ ɩɠɠɑɖɞ.

Hairy: irregular hairs of a different color. ( Begonia)

Ⱥɛɟɤɑəɔɑ: əɑɜɌɎəɚɘɑɜəɚɑ ɚɛɟɤɑəɔɑɜɌɓɗɔɣəɚɕ 
ɚɖɜɌɝɖɔ. 

Venal: lack of green pigmentation on leaf veins, appear white 
or yellow ( Araceae , jack -in-the -pulpit, peace lily, 
philodendron )

Ȼɜɚɒɔɗɖɔ: ɚɞɝɟɞɝɞɎɔɑ ɓɑɗɑəɚɕ ɛɔɏɘɑəɞɌɢɔɔ əɌ ɎɑəɌɡ 
ɗɔɝɞɨɑɎ, ɖɚɞɚɜɧɑ ɖɌɒɟɞɝɫ ɍɑɗɧɘɔ ɔɗɔ ɒɑɗɞɧɘɔ

Reflective venal: (Silybum mariana , milk thistle)

ȺɞɜɌɒɑəɔɑ ɝɎɑɞɌ ɒɔɗɖɌɘɔ ɗɔɝɞɨɑɎ

Pigmentary: anthocyanins layering over and masking green 
chlorophyll (bromeliads)

ȻɔɏɘɑəɞɌɢɔɫ: əɌɗɚɒɑəɔɑ ɚɖɜɌɝɖɔ ɜɌɓəɧɡ ɛɔɏɘɑəɞɚɎ, 
əɌɛɜɔɘɑɜ ɌəɞɚɢɔɌəɚɎ, ɘɌɝɖɔɜɟɪɥɔɡ ɓɑɗɑəɧɕɡɗɚɜɚɠɔɗɗ

From: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variegation



Other Kinds of 

non -Syringa

Variegation

ɞɔɛɧ 
ɎɌɜɔɑɏɌɞəɚɝɞɔɟ 
ɐɜɟɏɔɡ ɜɌɝɞɑəɔɕ

Illumination: bright light reveals variations. 
(Nymphaea lotus, tiger lotus) ȺɝɎɑɥɑəɔɑ:.

Pathological: usually virus infections ( Hosta ; 
Albutilon or room maple or mallow) 
ȻɌɞɚɗɚɏɔɣɑɝɖɔɑ: ɚɍɧɣəɚ ɚɍɟɝɗɚɎɗɑəɧ 
Ɏɔɜɟɝəɧɘɔ ɔəɠɑɖɢɔɫɘɔ

Nutrient: iron or magnesium deficiency

ȻɔɞɌɞɑɗɨəɧɕ Ɍɏɑəɞ: ɐɑɠɔɢɔɞ ɒɑɗɑɓɌ ɔɗɔ 
ɘɌɏəɔɫ

Defensive masquerade: fools parasites (leaf 
miners) Ⱥɍɚɜɚəɔɞɑɗɨəɧɕ ɘɌɝɖɌɜɌɐ: 
ɝɗɑɐɧ ɒɔɓəɑɐɑɫɞɑɗɨəɚɝɞɔ əɌɝɑɖɚɘɧɡ 
(ɗɔɝɞɚɎɧɡ ɘɔəɑɜɚɎ)

From: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variegation



Aegopodium podagraria (Bishopõs Weed)

Hosta variegated 
ôSun and Shadeõ
ɁɚɝɞɌ  çȽɚɗəɢɑ ɔ 
ɞɑəɨè

Epipremnum 
aureum (Pothos)

(from my yard)

(ɔɓ ɘɚɑɏɚ ɝɌɐɌ)



Hosta variegation 
(in my yard)

ȮɌɜɔɑɏɌɞəɧɑɡɚɝɞɧ (Ɏ 

ɘɚɬɘ ɝɌɐɟ)

Eastern Redbud 

variegation (in my yard) 

ȭɌɏɜɫəɔɖ (əɌ ɘɚɑɘ 
ɐɎɚɜɑ)

Reverse (left); 

Front (right)
ȼɑɎɑɜɝ (ɝɗɑɎɌ); 
ȷɔɢɑɎɌɫ ɝɞɚɜɚəɌ 
(ɝɛɜɌɎɌ)

(Cercis canadensis )



Golden leaves of S. (Villosae Group),

in sunlight

Normal Green Leaves of S. vulgaris 

ôSensationõ in sunlight, same day

ȳɚɗɚɞɧɑ ɗɔɝɞɨɫ ɝ. Ɏɚɗɚɝɔɝɞɚɕ Ɏ 
ɝɚɗəɑɣəɚɘ ɝɎɑɞɑ

ȹɚɜɘɌɗɨəɧɑ ɓɑɗɑəɧɑ ɗɔɝɞɨɫ ɝ. ɚɍɧɖəɚɎɑəəɚɕ 
ôȽɑəɝɌɢɔɫ' Ɏ ɝɚɗəɑɣəɚɘ ɝɎɑɞɑ, Ɏ ɞɚɞ ɒɑ ɐɑəɨ



IL Register Golden & Variegated Lilacs: 54
ȼɑɏɔɝɞɜ ɝɔɜɑəɔ ɝɚɐɑɜɒɔɞ 54 əɌɓɎɌəɔɫ ɒɑɗɞɚɗɔɝɞəɧɡɔ ɛɑɝɞɜɚɗɔɝɞəɧɡ ɝɚɜɞɚɎ

Red=Identical; Orange= Nonexistent; Yellow=Unproven Cultivar; Green=Proven or Existing

ȶɜɌɝəɧɕ = ȴɐɑəɞɔɣəɧɑ; ȺɜɌəɒɑɎɧɕ = ȺɞɝɟɞɝɞɎɟɑɞ;Ȳɑɗɞɧɕ- əɑɛɚɐɞɎɑɜɒɐɬəəɧɕɝɚɜɞ; 

ȳɑɗɑəɧɕ = ɛɜɚɎɑɜɑəəɧɕ ɔɗɔ ɝɟɥɑɝɞɎɟɪɥɔɕ
Alba Albo-Variegata

Alba Luteo-Variegata

Albo-Marginata

Albo-Variegata

Alexander's Variegated

Alma G

Argentea (reticulata)

Argentea (vulgaris)

Aucubaefolia

Aurea (vulgaris)

Aurea (emodi)

Aurea (villosa)

Aurea Cucullata

Aurea Jorgeauensis

Aureo-Variegata

Cameo's Jewel

Chantilly Lace

China Gold

Corinna's Mist

Dappled Dawn

Dingle Variegated

Doctor Nobbe Foliis Maculatis

Dubrava

Elegantissima

Father Fiala

Golden Eclipse

Gwen Marie

Jakobsen's Delight

Kum-Bum

Lutens

Marie Legraye Folii Aureis

New Patriot

New York

Quadricolor

Rubra Foliis Variegatis

Rubra Major Foliis aureo Variegatis

Smaragd

Stropkey Variegated

Sun and Moon

Taff's Treasure

Variegata (vulgaris)

Variegata (emodi)

Variegata (wolfii)

Variegata (vulgaris)

Variegated (vulgaris)

Variegated Double

Violacea Foliis Variegatis

Weston's Rainbow

Wittbold Variegated

Wittbrod variegated

Yellowleaf

Yellowspot

Zolotoi Amur

62(a)/91



Definition of Terms for Variegated Lilacs
Ⱥɛɜɑɐɑɗɑəɔɑ ɞɑɜɘɔəɚɎ ɐɗɫ ɛɑɝɞɜɚɕ ɝɔɜɑəɔ

Likely identical 

Ȯɑɜɚɫɞəɚ, ɔɐɑəɞɔɣəɧɕ

2 or more criteria:

2 ɔɗɔ ɍɚɗɑɑ ɖɜɔɞɑɜɔɑɎ:

1. Similar names Ȼɚɡɚɒɔɑ ɔɘɑəɌ

2. Same species Ⱦɚɞ ɒɑ Ɏɔɐ

3. Same source Ⱦɚɞ ɒɑ ɔɝɞɚɣəɔɖ

4. Same form/color ȾɌɖɌɫ ɒɑ 
ɠɚɜɘɌ / ɚɖɜɌɝɖɌ

5. Same origin year Ⱦɚɞ ɒɑ ɏɚɐ 
ɛɜɚɔɝɡɚɒɐɑəɔɫ

Likely Nonexistent

Ȯɑɜɚɫɞəɚ, ɚɞɝɟɞɝɞɎɟɑɞ

1. Not in cultivation
ȹɑɞ Ɏ ɖɟɗɨɞɟɜɑ

2. Probably extinct 
Ȯɑɜɚɫɞəɚ, Ɏɧɘɑɜɗɔ

3. Doubtful plant 
Ƚɚɘəɔɞɑɗɨəɚɑ ɜɌɝɞɑəɔɑ

Unproven Cultivar

ȹɑ ɛɚɐɞɎɑɜɒɐɬəəɧɕ ɝɚɜɞ

1. Cultivar name not established and 
no proven location or photo 

ȴɘɫ əɑ ɟɝɞɌəɚɎɗɑəɚ, əɑɔɓɎɑɝɞəɚ  
ɘɑɝɞɌ ɛɜɚɔɓɜɌɝɞɌəɔɫ ɔɗɔ 
ɚɞɝɟɞɝɞɎɟɪɞ ɠɚɞɚɏɜɌɠɔɔ

2. Confused name ȴɘɫ ɛɑɜɑɛɟɞɌəɚ

3. Cognomen ɐɚɛɚɗəɔɞɑɗɨəɚɑ 
əɌɓɎɌəɔɑ



Elimination of Unproven Golden/Variegated Lilacs
ȿɝɞɜɌəɑəɔɑ əɑɐɚɖɌɓɌəəɧɡ ɓɚɗɚɞɧɡ / ɛɑɝɞɜɧɡ ɝɔɜɑəɔ

Red Identical (3)

ȶɜɌɝəɧɕ ɔɐɑəɞɔɣəɧɕ (3)

Orange Nonexistent (7) 
ȺɜɌəɒɑɎɧɕ ȺɞɝɟɞɝɞɎɟɑɞ (7)

Yellow Unproven (17) 
Ȳɑɗɞɧɕ ȹɑɛɚɐɞɎɑɜɒɐɑəəɧɕ (17)

Alba Luteo-Variegata vulgaris

Wittbrod variegated vulgaris

Yellowspot emodi

Alexander's Variegated villosa

Argentea (reticulata) reticulata

Argentea (vulgaris) vulgaris

Aurea Cucullata vulgaris

Gwen Marie vulgaris

Rubra Foliis Variegatis vulgaris

Violacea Foliis Variegatis vulgaris

Albo-Marginata vulgaris

Albo-Variegata vulgaris

Alma G vulgaris

Aurea Jorgeauensis vulgaris

Aureo-Variegata vulgaris

Dingle Variegated vulgaris

Doctor Nobbe Foliis Maculatis vulgaris

Dubrava vulgaris

Jakobsen's Delight wolfii

New York villosa

Variegata (vulgaris) vulgaris

Variegata (wolfii) wolfii

Variegated (vulgaris) vulgaris

Variegated Double vulgaris

Wittbold Variegated vulgaris

Yellowleaf emodi

62(a)/91 ×prestoniae



Series Species Cultivar Leaf Color Type Flower Color Originator Origin Year

Syringa vulgaris Alba Albo-variegata golden yellow likely single I white 1730

Syringa vulgaris Aucubaefolia yellow mottling and blotching double III blue Gouchault 1919

Villosae  emodi Aurea pale yellow to golden, silver below single I white 1886

Syringa vulgaris Aurea golden yellow to lime green, copper tinge single II violet 1880

Villosae villosa Aurea golden, lime-green single V pink 1942

Ligustrina reticulata reticulata Cameo's Jewel golden yellow to cream mottled, edged single I white Moro F 1995

Ligustrina reticulata reticulata Chantilly Lace thickly white-edged single I white Herrmann 1990

Ligustrina reticulata reticulata China Gold yellow single I white Fiala 1990

Syringa hyacinthiflora Corinna's Mist golden single V pink Moro F 2001

Syringa vulgaris Dappled Dawn creamy white to yellow dappling single III blue Hauck & Payne 1966

Villosae emodi Elegantissima yellow-edged or -rimmed single I white van der Bom 1876

Villosae emodi ? Father Fiala golden lime green single III blue Ross ? 2014

Ligustrina reticulata reticulata Golden Eclipse yellow blotching single I white Bakker 2000

Villosae tomentella Kum-Bum golden lime green single II violet Fiala 1969

Syringa vulgaris Lutens bright yellow, lime green splotches single V-VII pink-purpleBarankiewicz 1994

Syringa vulgaris Marie Legraye Folii Aureis golden yellow likely single I white 1900

Syringa vulgaris? New Patriot yellow mottling, also underside double II/III violet/blue Krsnak 1985

Syringa vulgaris Quadricolor golden to light green single IV lilac Behnsch 1890

Syringa vulgaris Rubra Major Foliis Aureo Variegatisgolden yellow likely single VI magenta 1872

Villosae josikaea Smaragd golden to light green single VII purple Schmidt 1991

Villosae josikaea Stropkey Variegated yellow mottling, creamy white edges single V pink Stropkey 1962

Villosae wolfii × ?villosa Sun and Moon golden, copper-tinged to lime green single I white Nelson S 2011

Syringa persica Taff's Treasure pink-tinged, light pink spotting single VII purple Taffler 1999

Syringa vulgaris Variagata blotches of yellow single III blue? Erickson

Villosae emodi Variegata dull yellow mottling or blotching single I white 1877

Syringa vulgaris Weston's Rainbow golden yellow single II violet Mezitt 1997

Syringa villosa ? Zolotoi Amur pinkish base, yellow edging large green veinssingle VII purple 2008

Green Proven or Existing Golden and Variegated Lilacs (27)
ȳɑɗɑəɧɕ- ɐɚɖɌɓɌəəɌɫ ɔɗɔ ɝɟɥɑɝɞɎɟɪɥɌɫ ɓɚɗɚɞɌɫ ɔ ɛɑɝɞɜɌɫ ɝɔɜɑəɨ (27)



S. reticulata ôChantilly Laceõ

Photo credit: Jorgovani



S. reticulata ôChina Goldõ

Photos credit: KlehmõsSong Sparrow Nursery



S. reticulata ôGolden Eclipseõ

Photos credit: Dawes 
Arboretum, my picture



S. reticulata reticulata ôGolden Eclipseõ in May 

Shade (left)and Sun (right); Ⱦɑəɨ(ɝɗɑɎɌ) ɔ Ƚɚɗəɢɑ (ɝɛɜɌɎɌ)
Credit: Dawes Arboretum, my photo



S. emodi ôAureaõ 
(far left) aurea ɐɌɗɑɖɚ ɝɗɑɎɌ

and ôVariegata õ 
(near left) ɜɫɐɚɘ ɝ ɗɑɎɧɘ 

--Likely the same cultivar in pictures 
due to uniform golden leaves
--Ȯɑɜɚɫɞəɚ, ɩɞɚ ɚɐɔə ɔ ɞɚɞ ɒɑ ɝɚɜɞ əɌ  
ɠɚɞɚ  ɔɓ-ɓɌ ɚɐəɚɜɚɐəɧɡ ɓɚɗɚɞɧɡ 
ɗɔɝɞɨɑɎ

Photo credits: Jorgovani

ɀɚɞɚ ɔɓ ɖəɔɏɔ Jorgovani



S. emodi ôAureaõ vs ôVariegata õ
(both with single white flower) ɚɍɌ ɝ ɛɜɚɝɞɧɘ ɍɑɗɧɘ ɢɎɑɞɖɚɘ

u ôAureaõ:

u Carriere: òcolor of its leaves which is pale yellowó(ɚɖɜɌɝɖɌ ɑɏɚ ɗɔɝɞɨɑɎ ɍɗɑɐəɚ-
ɒɑɗɞɌɫ); Rehder : òyellow-leaved formó (ɒɑɗɞɚɗɔɝɞəɌɫ ɠɚɜɘɌ)

u Cornu: òvery golden leavesó (ɚɣɑəɨ ɓɚɗɚɞɔɝɞɧɑ ɗɔɝɞɨɫ); L. Henry: òyellow color of its 
leaves, silvered underneathó (ɒɑɗɞɧɕ ɢɎɑɞ ɑɏɚ ɗɔɝɞɨɑɎ, ɛɚɝɑɜɑɍɜɬəəɧɡ ɝəɔɓɟ)

u Mouillefert : òuniformly yellow leavesó (ɜɌɎəɚɘɑɜəɚ ɒɑɗɞɧɑ ɗɔɝɞɨɫ); McKelvey: òfoliage 
is golden throughoutó (ɗɔɝɞɎɌ ɓɚɗɚɞɌɫ ɛɚɎɝɪɐɟ)

u ôVariegata õ (aka ôAureo -variegata õ)

u Carriere: òyellowish mottlingó (ɒɑɗɞɚɎɌɞɌɫ ɛɫɞəɔɝɞɚɝɞɨ); Nicholson: òleaves blotched 
with dull yellowó (ɗɔɝɞɨɫ ɝ ɞɟɝɖɗɚ- ɒɑɗɞɧɘɔ ɛɫɞəɌɘɔ)

u L. Henry: òyellowishmottling on the leafó (ɒɑɗɞɚɎɌɞɌɫ ɛɫɞəɔɝɞɚɝɞɨ əɌ ɗɔɝɞɑ)



S. emodi ôFather Fialaõ; ɝɔɜɑəɨ ɩɘɚɐɔôȺɞɑɢ ɀɔɌɗɌõ
Left front and Right is ôFather Fialaõ, əɌ ɗɑɎɚɘ ɠɚɞɚ  ɛɑɜɑɐəɔɕ ɖɟɝɞɔɔɖ ɔ ɛɜɌɎɚɑ ɠɚɞɚ ɝɚɜɞôȺɞɑɢ ɀɔɌɗɌõ
notice golden foliage, single narrow blue flower; ɓɚɗɚɞɌɫ ɗɔɝɞɎɌ, ɛɜɚɝɞɧɑ ɏɚɗɟɍɧɑ ɢɎɑɞɖɔ
left rear is (ɗɑɎɚɑ ɠɚɞɚ Ɏɞɚɜɚɕ ɜɫɐôAucubaefolia õɔ ôSister Justinaõ

Photo Credit: Glasshouse Works 



S. villosa ôAureaõ S V <1942; 

2 plants alive in RBG, Canada as of 2017; 

2 ɜɌɝɞɑəɔɫ  ɒɔɎɧ , ɜɌɝɞɟɞ Ɏ ȼȭȯ, ȶɌəɌɐɌ ɛɚ ɝɚɝɞɚɫəɔɪ əɌ 2017 ɏɚɐ

Photo credit: Jorgovani



S. vulgaris ôAureaõ

ɝɔɜɑəɨ ɚɍɧɖəɚɎɑəəɌɫ

ôAureaõ

S II <1880

--reported in Morton Arboretum, 

Chicago USA
and in Highland Park, Rochester USA

--ɣɔɝɗɔɞɝɫ Ɏ ɐɑəɐɜɌɜɔɔ ȸɚɜɞɚə, 
ɃɔɖɌɏɚ, ȽɄȬ ɔ Ɏ ɁɌɕɗɑəɐ-ɛɌɜɖɑ, 
ȼɚɣɑɝɞɑɜ, ȽɄȬ



S. tomentella 

ôKum-bumõ

S II Fiala 1969

Photo credit: Jorgovani



S. vulgaris ôLutensõ

S V-VII Barankiewicz 1994

Photo credit: Jorgovani
From Fiala: Lilacs



S. vulgaris 

ôNew Patriotõ

D II-III Krsnak 1985

South Dakota, USA

Photos credit: Jimmy Krsnak



S. vulgaris ôQuadricolor õ S IV Bensch <1891

Photo credits: Jorgovani



S. josikea 

ôSmaragd õ

S VII Schmidt 1991

Photo credit: Jorgovani



S. josikea 

ôStropkey Variegatedõ

S V Stropkey 1962 Ohio USA

Drawing credit: US patent No. 20050283870



S. josikaea ôStropkey Variegatedõ foliage


